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A President’s | Dear Members and Friends,

Message of f Ihwant to btlhank those people who have helped make the many events of the past

e ew months possible.

Appreciation Since January, the Rabbi has led us in Shabbat Services, put together
programming for the Shenandoah Valley Holocaust Education Project with Katherine
Gorsuch, explained our service to visitors during Community Awareness Shabbat,
provided programming activities for Kinderlachen, visited the sick and consoled the
bereaved and even flew to Jackson, MS with me to check out the Institute for Southern
Jewish Life and Jewish Cinema South among his many other tasks.

Sarah Grove Humphries has provided us with beautiful music during each
worship service; Natasha Benenson kept our Judaica Shop afloat until her recent
resignation (which we accepted with regret); the Women’s Group, led by Marsha Pillet,
Rosalie Waterman and Gail Brusoe, has organized onegs for each service and Kiddush
luncheon after a morning service and will now handle the Judaica Shop; we brought
cookbook author Tina Wasserman here to great acclaim; Marsha Pillet redesigned our
beautiful new brochure; Rosalie Waterman has continued to organize visits to those in
need through our caring committee; Leah Farmer has added more books to our library —
check some out for your reading pleasure; Rachel Peretz Comes chaired our 3" Annual
Jewish Film Festival with the help of a mighty few; Ruth Chodrow headed our
nominating committee (more on that later) and serves as the board secretary; David
Waterman has done yeoman’s work both inside and out maintaining and upgrading our
building and cemetery; Martha Degen has kept us informed through the monthly
bulletin; Marcia Connor has updated our website — check it out; and Ellen Boden has
paid our bills and kept our financial records in order. We are a small congregation of 41
families and we do a tremendous amount with very few people.

Special thanks to all of the temple Board members for their time, energy and
commitment to keeping our congregation alive and well.

If you like what’s happening — and there’s lots happening -please offer to help out.
If you don’t, or if you’d like to see other activities, let me know.

Happy Pesach! It’s finally spring and time to take a deep breath. Before you start
sneezing from pollens, dig in the dirt, smile just because there’s sunshine and have
another piece of matzah

B’shalom, Be th

Congregational Trip to Israel 2011
A congregational trip to Israel, open to members of both Beth El and THOI, as well as family and friends who
would want to join us is being planned for late February or March of 2011. If you think this sounds interesting,
please speak to Rabbi Joe.



http://www.thoi.org/

Slate of Officers
for the Board

The THOI bylaws dictate that the voting membership be given notice of the slate of

nominations for the THOI Board of Directors at least 30 days prior to the annual meeting
on June 13, 2010. The Nominating Committee, Ruth Chodrow (chair), Mike Brown and
Leah Farmer propose the following slate of officers. Nominees and the office are in bold.

e President: Beth Young agreed to serve another 2 year term

o Past President Lisa Solod term ends June 2012

e VP Membership: Rachel Peretz Comes term ends June 2011

e VP Buildings: Steve Rosenberg agreed to serve another 2 year term

e Secretary Ruth Chodrow term ends June 2011

e Treasurer: Ellen Boden agreed to serve another 2 year term

e Trustees: Doug Degen agreed to another term beg. June 2010
Richard Young term ends June 2014
Alan Goldenberg term ends June 2011

e Member at Large: Janet Brody term ends June 2011

e Members at Large: Vera Flint agreed to serve new 2 year term
Marsha Pillet agreed to serve new 2 year term

The Annual Meeting on June 13" at THOI is open to all members. Your voice and vote is
needed. Please direct your questions to Ruth Chodrow or Beth Young.

Thank you A huge thank you goes to Beth Young who will be completing her first two year
Madame | term as President of the Board in June. In this capacity Beth has led our congregation with
President the Rabbi through a list of jobs public and behind the scenes. She has cajoled, networked,
soothed, initiated, held fast, redirected, taught, celebrated, guided, supported, cooked,
cleaned, traveled, lectured and inspired our community.
Thank you Beth! We appreciated your tireless gifts to the congregation that makes
us a community.
From the | My dear fellow Valley Jews and Friends,
Rabbi’s Desk Shalom. Finally! Warmer weather, sunshine, and a sense of spring.

Calendar
NISAN-> IYAR (APRIL)

Nisan (a thirty day month) began March 16", and runs until April 14™. lyar (a
twenty-nine day month) begins on April 15", and runs until May 13". Rosh Chodesh for
lyar is April 14™ and 15"

Holidays

Pesach (Passover) continues as we start April. The holiday began the evening of
March 29" with the first Seder, and will run until the evening of April 6™.

We also continue the count of the Omer, as we observe the time between Passover
and Shavuot. We started the count on the second day of Passover, which includes March
31", so April 1% will be the second day of the Omer, and so on. May 2™ is Lag Be’Omer,
the 33" day of the counting of the Omer. The Omer count will continue for 49 days, with
the 50™ day being Shavuot (the Festival of Weeks), starting the 5 of Sivan, the evening
of May 18™.

We will have a Shabbat Shacharit (morning) service at Beth EI on April 3, at 10
am, during which we will recite a section of the Shir Hashirim (Song of Songs).

There will also be a Shabbat Shacharit (morning) service at THOI on April 10", at
10 am, which is after Passover ends. At that service we will take note of and celebrate the
modifications to the building to make it accessible. In lieu of a standard sermon, Rabbi
Lynne Landsberg, formerly rabbi for the two congregations in the Valley in Harrisonburg
and Staunton, and now the Senior Advisor on Disability Issues at the Religious Action




Center of Reform Judaism, will address us. If you haven’t heard Rabbi Landsberg speak,
you should do all you can to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity.

The evening of April 10" and day of April 11" is Nisan 27", the day on which we
commemorate Yom HaSho’ah, Holocaust Rememberance Day. We will have a
Community Yom HaSho’ah observance on Saturday evening, April 10" at 7 pm at
Temple House of Israel, incorporates the closing event in the programming for the
Shenandoah Valley Holocaust Education Project (SVHEP), as well as Havdalah and a
brief commemorative service. All are invited to join us for this event.

April 19" coincides with Iyar 5 this year, which is Yom Ha’atzma’ut (Israel
Independence Day). This is the day in 1948 (5708 on the Jewish calendar) when the
modern state of Israel was declared.

Torah Parashiot

The Torah parashiot (Torah portions) read for the period covered by this
newsletter include the following:

Shabbat Chol Hamoed Pesach, Shemini, Tazria-Metzora, and Achare-Kedoshim,
drawn from Shemot (Ex.) 33:12-34:26; Bamidbar (Num.) 28:19-25; and Vayikra (Lev.)
9:1-20:27.

Haftarot read on Shabbatot (Sabbaths) include selections from Ezekiel 37, 2
Samuel 6-7; 2 Kings 7; and Amos 9.

Rabbinic & Educational Initiatives

e The Interfaith Association will meet Thursday April 1% at noon to 1:30 at EMU’s
West Dining room. The program will be entitled “The Graying of the Faithful”. Lunch
is available — arrive early and go through the cafeteria line. For questions about the
Interfaith Association, please contact Rabbi Joe.

eThe next Adult Education session and discussion will be at 7 pm on the 1% at Beth
El, based on the lectures of Dr. AJ Levine.

o April 6" at 8:25 pm is the end of Passover!

«Shabbat morning service is Saturday, April 10" at 10 am at THOI. This includes the
celebration of completion of the accessibility projects. Rabbi Lynne Landsberg will be
our guest, delivering the Drash.

eYom HaSho’ah observance is Saturday evening, April 10" at 7 pm at THOI, and the
conclusion of the SVHEP events for this season. The Religious School will observe
Yom HaSho’ah on the 11"

e The Women of the Tanakh session is Sunday, April 11" at 2 pm at Beth EI . We will
return to the book of Shemot/Exodus, and the midwives Shifrah and Puah, Tzipporah
(wife of Moses), then return to Miriam (as time permits).

e The Book Discussion is Sunday, April 11" at 6 pm at THOI. This will be the next
chapter (6, I believe) in Witnesses to the One, the Spiritual History of the Shema.

«Yom Hazikaron (Israeli Memorial Day) is April 18" .and April 19" is Yom
Ha’atzma’ut (Israel Independence Day). Yom Ha’atzma’ut will be celebrated in the
Religious school on April 18",

eReligious school Shabbat service at Beth El is April 23™. Look for more information
on that soon. The Family Shabbat will be merged into this service for this month.

eKinderlachen, a Jewish themed play group, is scheduled for April 24" at 10 am at
THOI. This is open to all pre-school age children and their families.

eLyrissa will perform in concert on April 25" at 3-5 pm at THOI. The group, under the
direction of Sarah Grove-Humphries, has completed a new CD of lullabies and will
feature that material at the concert. It is free, with donations requested.




Pastoral Care

If you feel a conversation or meeting with the rabbi on any topic would be of
Benefit to you, please be in touch to make an appointment. You can call or email Rabbi
Joe as listed elsewhere in this newsletter. Also, if you are ill, or know someone who may
be, and might like a visit or call, please let Rabbi Joe know so he can be in touch.

Service Participation

Please know that we seek congregant and guest participation in services
throughout the year. If you are interested in leading a lay service, or in taking a role in a
service, please be in touch with Lisa Solod, Beth Young, Don Chodrow, or Ellen Werther.
You are also welcome to talk with Rabbi Joe about participation. If you are interested in
singing at our services, please be in touch with Sarah Grove-Humphries our coordinator
for music at worship services.

Ritual Matters

Celebrations: If you are interested in studying for and celebrating an adult B’nai
Mitzvah, or in learning to leyn (read/chant) Torah and/or Haftarah, or to lead services, or
serve as a gabbai, please be in touch with the rabbi.

Jewish Study: If you are interested in or wish to consider conversion, or you just
want to learn more about Judaism (whether you are Jewish or not), please be in touch with
the rabbi.

Caring Committee: This group has been doing wonderful things in helping and
supporting those in our community who may have some needs for assistance or support. If
you can volunteer at THOI, please speak with Rosalie Waterman, Lou Boden, or Beth
Young. As always, if you know of someone who is ill, or who might wish to be contacted,
please also let Rabbi Joe knows about that.

Chevrah Kadishah: This group functions to prepare and dress a body for burial in
accordance with the Halachic (Jewish legal) requirements, showing care and concern for
the deceased. Members are not publicly acknowledged nor is it made public who has been
involved in this mitzvah. Thank G-d, we have not had too many opportunities to respond,
but we do need to be ready when the need arises. If you have any interest in participating
in performing this mitzvah, please speak with Rabbi Joe.

Ritual Honors Schedule

Date of Service March 26 April 10 April 30
Special Events Shabbat Hagadol Shacharit

Kiddush Luncheon
Honors
Shaliach Tzibbur Rabbi Joe Rabbi Joe Rabbi Joe
Cantorial/Music Support Sarah Linda Blazer Sarah
Petichah/Segurah (Ark) Mike Brown Ellen Werther Vera Flint
Hagbahah (Lift/Carry/Hold) David Waterman Lisa Solod Tom Pereles

Gelilah (Undress/Dress Torah)
Aliyah (Torah blessings) 1

Rosalie Waterman
Bonnie Brown

Dianne Mason
Lynne Landsberg

David Waterman
Ruth Chodrow

Aliyah (Torah blessings) 2 Beth Young Ellen Boden Greg Ciszek

Aliyah (Torah blessings) 3

Leyning (Read Torah in Hebrew) Rabbi Joe Rabbi Joe Sarah Grove-Humphries
Koreh (Read Torah in English) Beth Young Ellen Boden Greg Ciszek
Maftir(ah) (Haftarah blessings) Don Chodrow Beth Young Rachel Peretz Comes
Leyning (Read Haftarah in Hebrew or English)  Ruth Chodrow Marsha Pillet Ruth Chodrow

Gabbai Don Chodrow Marsha Pillet Don Chodrow

Devar Torah
Lehadlik Ner (Candles & blessing)

Rabbi Joe
?

Lynne Landsberg

Rabbi Joe
?




Closing
NISAN-> IYAR (APRIL)

Nisan (a thirty day month) began March 16", and runs until April 14™. Iyar (a
twenty-nine day month) begins on April 15", and runs until May 13". Rosh Chodesh for
lyar is April 14" and 15",

Rabbi: Joe WBlaiv
Yarzheit
Arthur Printz Joseph Masinkoff Evelyn Brettner Irving Singer
David Bishop Walter Cohen Harold Shapiro Isadore Cohen
David Gelberg Alfred Brettner Henry Switzer Jack Witt
Nathan Greenspan Joann Neuman Herman Barber Jacob Klotz
Louis Harris Philip Schwartz Holly Singer Ella Barth
Maurice Siegel Ralph Degen Samuel Duken Sophie Switzer
Morris Guberman Sylvia Kramer Sim Brand Ella Roth
Hyman Blazer
Shenandoah | In the SVHEP series, the play Number the Stars will be performed at Skyline Middle
Valley Holocaust | School on Thursday March 25M Friday the 26" and on Saturday March 27" at 7 pm.
Education Admission is $4. It is planned that Lois Lowry will atten_d the performancg on March
th
Project 25", and has agreed to say a few words and answer questions about the writing the play.
Donations e Barth & Martha Weinberg IHO Abe Kronsberg’s Special Birthday
e Shirley Brand Building Fund Donation
e LauraJean & Asher Brand Building Fund Donation
e Stuart Davidson & Ann Cohen Building Fund Donation
e Janet Brody Building Fund Donation
e Elizabeth Menaker Building Fund Donation
e Tom & Susan Pereles Building Fund Donation
e David & Rosalie Waterman Building Fund Donation
e Joseph Goldsten Building Fund Donation

Women’s Group

e Thank you to everyone who helped with the SJFF reception, especially Rosalie
Waterman for taking the lead.

e Our next meeting is Monday, April 5™ at 7:00 PM, to plan for a very busy April.
Send your R.S.V.P. about attending the meeting to Marsha Pillet. We have a morning
Kiddush to plan and the refreshments for the Lyrissa concert, a prayer book project to
carry out and to take care of the Judaica inventory.

e The Women's Group is now managing the Judaica Shop. A cosignatory for the
checkbook is needed. Contact Marsha if you have a need or request.

Religious School

With the onset of spring, Religious School has had so much to celebrate!

Purim was extremely festive this year. The calendar cooperated so well that Purim
actually fell during Sunday school (February 28th) and we made the most of the occasion.
After a great presentation of worthy organizations from our Gimmel 2/Dalet 1 students,
the preschool and religious school students voted on the organizations to donate our
tzedakah of over $230.00. They chose to donate to the Red Cross and for mosquito nets
for Africa. Rabbi read from the Megilah with his many hats - a wonderful tradition;
Roberta Stein led our students in a joyous musical retelling of the story of Purim; and,
SHORTY joined the James Madison University Jewish sorority and fraternity (XAEIl &

5



Y AE) in bringing us a splendid carnival. Many thanks to our parent helpers - Jennifer
Edwards & Andrew Levin for helping Morah Roberta with the musical. Many more
thanks to our JIMU teachers - Morah Becca, Dawn & Katy for helping to organize the
carnival with SHORTY. And many thanks to the many, many JMU students and
SHORTY members who helped our religious school students enjoy a fun holiday carnival
and yummy lunch.

Passover came early this year at religious school (March 21st). We enjoyed a
"once in a lifetime™ treat for our model seder this year - a chocolate seder!! It was
delicious and incredibly fun! Reading from a Haggadah which clearly defines the
symbols of the passover plate - the ice cream drumstick (zeroa), green jelly beans/m&ms
(karpas), bitter sweet chocolate chips (maror), chocolate eggs (baytzah), and mixture of
chocolates & nuts (charoset) - with chocolate matzah of course -- brought smiles to all in
attendance. Thank you Rabbi Joe for the great idea and many thanks to all the parents
who helped pull this together. Particular thanks to our parent organizers - Valerie
Lovinger who was out of town for the event, but helped organize who was bringing what
and made sure to get her supplies in early, and especially to Julie Miller for her generosity
of time and supplies and who set up the most beautiful tables with an amazing fruit
centerpiece. It was truly a special day.

Religious school will have a 2-week break during Passover, and we will return to
classes on April 11th. Meanwhile, wishing you all "ah zissen pesach” from Religious
School! Please be sure to mark your calendars for Friday, April 23rd when the religious
school will lead Shabbat services. We look forward to having you join us.

L'shalam, Dara Hall, Principal

Summer The June issue of this newsletter will serve as the summer issue. It will include
Newsletter | THOI information for June, July and August. Submissions for the summer issue are due
Changes | °Y May 20, 2010. . o o
The newsletter will resume regular monthly publication beginning with the
September issue. Deadline for the September issue ( that will include all the annual
schedules and High Holiday news ) is August 20™ .
Please contact the editor Martha Degen with questions, corrections and concerns.
The newsletter is online at the THOI website. If you want to receive the newsletter
through the USPO please contact the editor.
Contact the The rabbi is available by appointment. If you wish to meet or speak with the rabbi,
Rabbi | Please email or call him. In that way, the rabbi will be able to respond and give you his

full attention, as you deserve. The rabbi does not read or respond to email or phone
messages on Shabbat or holidays.

In the event of an emergency, the rabbi may be contacted by telephone. In that
case, please call the cell phone number listed: if you reach voicemail, please leave a
message speaking clearly with your name, telephone numbers, the specific topic, and be
sure to express the need for an urgent response. The rabbi will respond as soon as
possible.

Rabbi Joe’s Email: RabbiJoeB@hotmail.com
Beth EI Congregation 540-434-2744
Temple House of Israel 540-886-4091
Cell phone (Please use this # for emergencies) 434-981-3959

Oneg Reminder

e Apr.10 Morning Shabbat Services =~ Women’s Group Kiddush
e Apr.30 Shabbat Services Asher & Laura Jean Brand
Shirley Brand
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Board Contact | Rabbi Joe Blair 886-4091 RabbiJoeB@hotmail.com
. President Beth Young 885-1481 president@thoi.org
Information Past President Lisa Solod Warren 886-1603 pastpresident@thoi.org
V. P. of Membership Rachel Pertz Comes 363-4881 membership@thoi.org
V. P. of Building/Grounds Steve Rosenberg 943-0507 building@thoi.org
Secretary Ruth Chodrow 886-2252 secretary@thoi.org
Treasurer Ellen Boden championsresource@hotmail.com
Doug Degen, Trustees 886-8651 trustees2 @thoi.org
Alan Goldenberg, Trustee trustees3@thoi.org
Richard Young, Trustees 885-1481 trustees@thoi.org
Cantorial Soloist Sarah Grove-Humphries 885-4223 cantor@thoi.org
Webmaven Marcia Conner website@thoi.org
SHORTY (youth group) Sheri Alt youth-group@thoi.org
Religious School Dara Hall 433-5596 halldm@jmu.edu.
Young Adults Group Natasha Benenson young-adults@thoi.org
Caring Committee Lou Boden 255-5555 caring-committee2@thoi.org
APRIL 2010
Sunday
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
Interfaith Meeting
@ EMU Noon
Adult Education
@ Beth EI 7 PM
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
No Religious Women’s Shabbat
School Group Meeting Service 10 AM
7PM Yom
HasSho’ah
Observance
7PM
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Women of the Tanakh
@ Beth El
2PM
Book Discussion @
THOI 6 PM
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Israeli Memorial Israeli Religious Kinderlache
Day Independence School n 10 AM
Day Shabbat
25 26 27 28 29 30
Shabbat
Larissa in Concert 3 Services 7:30
PM PM
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